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November 15, 2020 | 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 
PRV 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  
1 THES 5:1-6 
MT 25:14-30  
 
By Bro. Steve Herro, O.Praem. 
 
November 15, 2020, is the World Day of the Poor, a Roman Catholic observance celebrated on the 
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time since 2017. It was established by Pope Francis in his Apostolic 
Letter, Misericordia et Misera, issued on 20 November 2016 to celebrate the end of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.  The theme for World Day of the Poor 2020 is “Stretch Forth Your 
Hand to the Poor.” 
 
In the Second Reading, Thessalonians 5:1-6, Paul admonishes the community, “...Therefore let us 
not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober.”  Many in the community expected the 
imminent second coming of the Lord.  How prepared are we for the coming of the Lord? 
 
As the liturgical year closes and Advent dawns, our scriptures contain many images of being 
prepared for the coming of Jesus Christ.  On the World Day of the Poor, I posit that a  
well-prepared individual is one who has seen the face of Christ in those suffering from 
poverty.  Francis himself writes in “Stretch Forth Your Hand to the Poor” (#2): 
 
This is clearly demonstrated by the passage from which the theme of this year’s Message is taken 
(Sirach 7:29-36). Prayer to God and solidarity with the poor and suffering are inseparable. In order to 
perform an act of worship acceptable to the Lord, we have to recognize that each person, even the 
poorest and most contemptible, is made in the image of God. From this awareness comes the gift of 
God’s blessing, drawn by the generosity we show to the poor. Time devoted to prayer can never 
become an alibi for neglecting our neighbor in need. In fact the very opposite is true: the Lord’s 
blessing descends upon us and prayer attains its goal when accompanied by service to the poor. 
 
As Francis commands us to “stretch forth our hands to the poor,” we read in the First Reading, 
Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31, “...She [worthy wife] reaches out her hands to the poor, and 
extends her arms to the needy (Proverbs 31: 20)....” During this time of social distance, it is unwise 
to physically touch those from outside of our households, but even during a pandemic, we may 
reach those in poverty with a smile, prayer, or act of kindness (sharing a story, serving a meal, 
laundering a pair of jeans, or explaining a government form). 
 
Steve Herro professed solemn vows to St. Norbert Abbey, De Pere, Wisconsin. in 1991.  He has served the 
Church in a number of social justice capacities and blogs at stevenherro.wordpress.com.  In addition to his 
interest in Catholic social action, he is also a degreed librarian and spiritual direction intern. 
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