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CMSM sick with Grief and Disgust over Ending DACA 

   

As Catholic religious leaders in the U.S., CMSM is sick with grief and disgust at the recent 

decision by the administration to put children and young people in abrupt uncertainty by ending 

DACA. The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program provides work 

authorization and temporary protection from deportation to about 780,000 people who were 

brought to the United States as children. We have already heard reports of DACA students so 

disoriented by this decision that they have risked suicide. Further, the decision not only puts 

these children of God at risk of deportation in the near future but also even death in unknown, 

often dangerous countries. 

 

Over 90% of these youth have graduated high school and nearly 90% are employed. If a 

legislative fix is truly desired then the administration should work with Congress rather than 

throw these children and young adults into turmoil. Our leaders should be asking what is justice 

rather than exact a narrow obsession with the apparent rule of law. It is simply not justice to 

further marginalize the vulnerable. God calls us to care for immigrants and treat them “no 

differently than the natives born among you.” (LV 19:34). 

 

CMSM Executive Director, Rev. John Pavlik, OFM Cap. proclaims, “The President and 

Congress are playing the welfare and the lives of children, young people, and families against 

legislators who have shirked their responsibilities to provide the citizens of the United States an 

immigration policy worthy of the principles on which our society and our government are based. 

The moment to act justly and rightly is now.” 

 

We see once again that we can no longer rely solely on phone calls, emails, statements, meetings 

with politicians, and spirited vigils or rally’s. We need to tap further into the creativity of prayer 

driven nonviolent resistance. In accord with our recent CMSM resolution on Gospel 

Nonviolence, we lift up our commitment to “solidarity and protection through accompaniment 

and nonviolent resistance for vulnerable immigrants.” Will you join us? 
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The Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM) supports and offers resources for U.S. leaders of 
Catholic men’s religious institutes. CMSM promotes dialogue and collaboration on issues of religious life 
as well as peace and justice issues with major groups in church and society. There are more than 17,000 
religious priests and brothers in the United States. 
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