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JP DirectorsGathering Scheduled
to Meet with House L eaders

The Justice and Peace Directors Gather-
ing scheduled for March 14 and 15 will
have the opportunity to meet with two
Houseleadersto talk about the priorities
and concerns of the Religious Ingtitutesin
the U.S. The last election focused
attention on therole that people of faith
playedin addressing certain valueissues,
but abroader discussion of Catholic
concerns needs to point out to our elected
leadersthat Catholics are not single-issue
voters and that the needs of the poor,
migrants and refugees, workers, those
lacking adequate healthcare, and such are
also important issues. At the sametime
other political leadersmust redlize that
Catholics are keenly concerned about life
issues along abroad continuum.

To foster this dialogue the JP Coordinators
will havethe opportunity to meet with

Rep. Rosa Delauro (D-CT) who is
coordinating the House Democrat's efforts
to work with the Catholic community to
understand our concerns and open
Democrats to greater awareness of
particular “ Catholic” issues. The Coordi-
natorswill aso havethe opportunity to
meet with Rep Chris Smith (R-NJ) the
chair of the House International Relations

Subcommittee on Africaand Human
Rightsand one of theleading pro-life
members of Congress, yet deeply con-
cerned about other important issues, to
address the need for Republicansto be
open to other “ Catholic” issues.

Sr. Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN,
murdered in Brazil

The February 12 murder of Sr. Dorothy
Stang, SNDdeN, was headline newsin
papers around the United States. Her
death shocked many people. Shewasa
tireless advocate for the small farmers of
Brazil and for the protection of the
environment. Her work threatened the
large corporations that were destroying
theforestsand thelivelihoodsof Brazilian
farmersin theregioninwhich she
worked.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
people among whom she worked and her
religiouscommunity. Inthisyear when
we commemorate the 25" anniversary of
the martyrdom of Oscar Romero and the
four U.S. Church Women, Sr. Dorothy
Stang joinsthe many peopleof Latin
Americawho have sacrificed their lives
for thework of justice, human rights, and
theintegrity of creation.
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A Cloud of Witnesses
TheMurder of Sr. Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN

A gtatement of sympathy and solidarity to the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur,

our Sister and Brother Religious of Brazil, and
the Church and people of Brazil from the Confer-
ence of Major Superiors of Men -

February 16, 2005

Thisyear, 2005, marks the 25" anniversaries of the
martyrdom of Archbishop Oscar Romero (March 24)
and Jean Donovan, S. ItaFord, MM, Sr. Maura Clark,
MM, and Sr. Dorothy Kazel, OSU (December 2). On
February 12 Sister Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, joined the
long and growing list of Latin American martyrs,
witnessing to the continuing violence againgt thosewho
strugglefor justiceamidst oppressionincluding Brazilian
activist ChicoMendezin 1988.

Sr. Dorothy was atireless and outspoken advocate for
peasants, farmers, small landowners, environmental
sustainability, and human rights. For three decades she
worked side by side with the poor and oppressed,
recently identifying so completely with the people
among whom she worked that she became a Brazilian
citizen. While she has been honored and recogni zed
for her work, she was aso aware that others were
threatened because she placed the needs of the poor
over those seeking profit. Because of this her life was
often in danger, yet she did not fear the threats of the

powerful.

The Conference of Mgor Superiors of Men, represent-
ing the vowed brothers and priestsin the United States,
expresses our degpest sorrow and sympathy at Sister
Dorathy’s murder. Shejoinsthose who have withessed
with their livesto theinjustices and violence that have
plagued the people of Latin American for decades,
especialy the poor and powerless. Those who ques-
tion the abuse of power, the oppression of people, and
hold out avision of asociety where human dignity is
promoted, like Sister Dorothy, threaten the stability of
the powerful and are often at risk. In her lifeand
ministry, Sr. Dorothy witnhessed to the need to bein
solidarity with people. Inher death, Sr. Dorothy
witnesses to us the consequences of living out our

commitment to Religious Lifein the most dangerous of
places. The Conference commendstheinitial reports
that the Brazilian government will investigate S.
Dorothy’s murder. We urge President Lulato take a
persond rolein seeing that thisinvestigationisthorough
and transparent and that those responsible for Sr.
Dorothy’s death will be brought tojustice. Wedso call
on the U.S. government to cooperate and assist in any
way to ensure that Sr. Dorothy’s death is not treated
routingly.

CMSM, through the Conference of Latin American
Religious(CLAR), hascollaborated closely with our
colleaguesin Latin America. Aswe continueto do so,
wewill beinspired by Sr. Dorothy’slife and death; by
her commitment to the poor and powerless of Brazil; by
her tirdless work for justice and reform; and by her
witnessasareligiousin theworld today. Inher life, Sr.
Dorothy walked with the oppressed and worked with
them to confront their oppressors and seek change, may
her death inspire us asreligious to recommit ourselvesto
that same journey, regardiess of the cost.

Legidation Introduced toAssist Haiti

Rep. Mark Foley (R-FL) introduced legidationto bring
much-needed relief to Haiti. The Haitian Economic and
Infrastructure Reconstruction Act (HR 611) would
establish anew program within the US Agency for
International Devel opment designed to recruit and send
Haitian-Americansto Haiti for up to three yearsin order
to help rebuild the nation’s economy and infrastructure
aswdll asitseducation, judiciary, and healthcare
systems. Participantsin the program would be paid a
sdary and housing stipend. Thebill also createsthe
Haiti Hedlthcare Assistance Program, providing grants
to qualified non-governmenta organizationsto establish
programsin Haiti related to the prevention of infectious
diseases.

Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA) introduced another piece of
legidation to strengthen Haiti’shedlth infrastructure. The
New Partnership for Haiti Act (which does not yet have
alegidative number) will providetechnica assistance
and resources to expand and devel op Haiti’s hedlth
sector through local partnershipsfor sanitation and
water projects, use the Army Corps of Engineersfor
road devel opment to major health clinics, and fight
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infectiousdiseaseslikeHIV/AIDS, whileimproving
hedlthcare infrastructure and expanding care.

In Haiti today less than 45% of the people have access
to safe water and sanitation and Haiti accounts for 90%
of AIDS casesin the Caribbean. Ninety percent of the
population isunemployed and hundreds of thousandsare
of Haitians are dying from disease and hunger.

Contact your representatives and urge them to support
thesetwo important pieces of legidationthat will help
address some of the most serious problemsfacing Haiti
today. You can contact the House of Representatives
by calling 202-224-3121 and ask for your representative.

Congressto Earmark Assstanceto Palestinians

During the State of the Union Address, President Bush
announced that he would ask Congressto provide $350
million*“to support Palestinian palitica, economic, and
security reforms.” This sum isbeing requested from
Congressintwoways. $150 millionisbeing requested
aspart of the regular 2006 foreign operations budget
and $200 millionisbeing requested in asupplemental aid
package.

Thegoals of thisfunding, as described by the Adminis-
tration, will beto help finance the construction of homes
in Gaza, expand education opportunities, develop the
economic infrastructure for aPalestinian state, improve
Pdegtinian socia servicesfor thepoor, and help improve
the flow of people and goods between Isradl, the West
Bank, and the Gaza strip.

The President also requested $2.5 billioninaid for Israel
for fiscal year 2006. Thisamount represents |sragl’s
regular annua aid package.

Beyond achieving theseimportant goals, the aid pack-
ages aso signasAmerican investment in effortsto
resolvethelsragli-Palestinian conflict.

Infurther developments, during histripto Europe,
President Bush outlined his checklist for Israel and
Pdegtineto achieve peace. Thisincluded aninsistence
that Palestine get contiguous land in the West Bank,
Israeli freezing settlement activity, Pal estinians confront-

ing and dismantling terrorist groups, fight corruption and
encourage free enterprise. In an important statement,
Bush said, “ A state on scattered territorieswill not
work.”

When you contact your representative, encourage them
to support aid to Palestine and al so to support atwo-
state solution including acontiguousland for the Pales-
tinians.

DREAM Act Satement of Support

Firg introduced in 2001, the DREAM Act permitshigh
school graduates who immigrated to the U.S. asminors
and livedinthe U.S. for at least five years, to apply for
legd gtatus. The DREAM Act aso diminates afederal
provisionthat discourages statesfrom providingin-state
tuition toimmigrant students. The spirit of the DREAM
act isfounded on thefollowing two coreprinciples:

1. Individualswho were brought to this country as
children, stay out of trouble, and meet the universal
requirementsfor high school graduation deserveto be
judged according to their own character and merit,
regardless of their country of birth or immigrant status.
They should have equal opportunity to pursue
postsecondary education, obtain legal status, and
become citizens of the country they call home, the
United States.

2. Thefederd government should not compdl statesto
discriminatein the all ocation of their own educational
resources. Rather, states should be free to provide in-
statetuition a their institutions of higher education, and
otherwise facilitate equitable access to higher education
forimmigrant students.

for more information on or to support the DREAM Act,

contact the National Immigration Law Center at
www.nicl.org.

Stan De Boe, OSST, Editor
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